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In the Claims 



1. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically publishing data in a final 
publication format, wherein the data is in the form of a newspaper having an original 
«tmg format including a plurality of pages, each page having a predetennined 
layout comprising a plurality of independenUy standing data blocks, each block 
having an internal structure, the method comprising: 

obtaining a scanne d representation of said newspaper, said representation 
preserving said layout, 

from said representation automatically analyzing the newspaper to decompose 
the predetermined layout of each page of the newspaper in the origin*, existing 
format into said plurality of blocks, each block representing an object ;j aigUnalvMng 

furt hermore applyinp prior knowledse of new^ , ^ ( f| , ( 

one logical relationship hetween said hi™^ 

converting each object to an internal publication format, said internal 
pubhcation format identifying and preserving said internal structure of said blocks 
within said objects, said internal publication format furthermore preserving said 
layout as a relationship between said objects; said internal P , H ^ ^ 
furthermore preserving said l^cri relationship: and mM n .u^ ft ^ 

compnsins a mark-up language to indicate said ohtot ^ of mM ;ntorna , 

structure and 

rendering said internal publication format to incorporate said objects, said 

I lay ° Ut Md reSpective interaal structures and said to^i „^u T m ^ ^ 
publication format. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said mark-up language is 

XML, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the final publication format is 
a mark-up language document. 
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5-6. (Canceled) 



7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said layout is decomposed by 
classifying each object according to a category selected from the group consisting of 
an article, an advertisement, a picture not otherwise associated with said article or said 
advertisement, and general data. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said object is 
constructed in said converting from content and at least one attribute of said object in 
said layout. 



9. (Originai) The method of claim 8, wherein said object is composed of i 
plurality of primitives, each primitive containing a portion of content and an attribute. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein each attribute is stored in ar 
XML tag. 



11. (Original) Themethodof claim 10, wherein at least one attribute describes 
a relationship between said primitives of said object. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said rendering said 
internal publication format is performed according to a type of hardware device for 
displaying the final publication format. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein said rendering 
said internal publication format is performed only after a query from a specific 
hardware device is received. 



14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I, wherein said analyzing the 
data to decompose said layout further comprises: 

preparing a list of text and/or graphic elements for each object; 
determining properties of each element; and 

recognizing structural layout properties of the data in an original format. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein said determining 
propert.es of each element includes determining visibility and overlap characteristics 
for each graphic element. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein said determining 
properties of each element includes determining a special characteristic for each text 
element. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the data is in a 
form of a newspaper, and said analyzing the data to decompose said layout further 
comprises: 

determining each text segment for each object; and 

building a text block from a plurality of aligned text segments. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, wherein said analyzing the 
data to decompose said layout further comprises: 

creating a graphic block from a plurality of graphic elements; 
creating a hierarchy of graphic blocks; and 

distributing text blocks in said hierarchy of graphic blocks. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically publishing received data of 
^existing newspaper, the newspaper in a computerized format, the system comprising: 

(a) at least one source of newspaper data, said source preserving an original, 
structure of the newspaper, the computerized format comprising a plurality of pages,' 
each page having a predetermined layout comprising a plurality of independently 
standing data blocks, each block having an internal structure; 

(b) a mark-up language distiller module for converting the newspaper from said 
original format to a mark-up language format, wherein said mark-up language distiller 

m0dule * ■ Cp0figUred t0 ™ plv °*» °f "ftwgp appf Q rv irrl 

automatically analyzes the newspaper data in said original, existing digital format to 
Oldecompose the newspaper data into said plurality of blocks, each block with said 
internal structure representing an independent data object, each object having content 
and at least one attribute of the data, such that each object is converted to said mark- 
up language format, said markup language distiller mcdul* «— 
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and preserving said structure; and (2) identify at one logical relationship between 
blocks, said markup language distiller module farther * na l vy .in» anH „.=,, 
logical relat ionship: and 

(c) a publisher server for converting the data from said mark-up language format 
to a final publication format, said final publication format incorporating, as objects, 
said blocks with said internal structure, and further defining interrelationships with 
said objects. 

20. (Canceled) 



21 . (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein! said mark-up language format 
is XML. 



22. (Original) The s ystem of claim 21 , further comprising: 

(d) a repository for storing said plurality of objects, wherein each object features 
data in said XML format and an image of the data. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically publishing data of a 
preexisting document in a final publication format, wherein the data is received in an 
original, existing format comprising a plurality of pages, each page having a 
predetermined layout comprising a plurality of independently standing data blocks, 
each block having an internal structure the method comprising: 

obtaining a representation of said preexisting document , said representation 
preserving said layout; 

from said representation, automatically analyzing the preexisting document to 
decompose the data received in the original, existing format into a plurality of objects, 
each object corresponding to one of said blocks; said analyzing fordism,™.. * rr \yit, v 
prior knowledge of document structure and ident i fying at least one logical relationship 
between said blocks; 

preparing a list of text and/or graphic elements for each object; 
determining properties of each element, including determining visibility and 
overlap characteristics for each graphic element within said object; 

recognizing structural layout properties of the data in an original format; 
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converting each object to an internal publication forrnat;^aid^QteinaJ 
publication format furthermore prnonnn p ini.l In.doJ relation*^ -, „nH E . H 
gubhcat ion format c o mprising a markup , n in dicate ^ nh ^ c ^ 

features of said fntPmaf c^, rtTirf nnf< 

rendering said internal publication format in the final publication format, said 
final pubUcation format presenting said blocks as said independently standing objects 
I "gating said internal structure and said layoutjn^aid logical relating 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically publishing received data 
in a final publication format, the data having an original, existing format comprising a 
plurality of pages, each page having a predetermined layout comprising a plurality of 
independently standing data blocks, the method comprising: 

obtaining a representation of said received data having an original existing 
format, said representation preserving said layout; 

from said representation, automatically analyzing the pages to decompose (he 
pages of the data received in the original, existing format into a plurality of objects 
sa,d objects corresponding to said blocks: said analvzin, fi„tw^ re aonivino pri . r 
knowledge of page structure and identifying « i-t re[atjnnship hpttt ,_ 
said blocks: 

preparing a list of text and/or graphic elements for each object; 
determining properties of each element, including determining a special 
characteristic for each text element; 

recognizing structural layout properties of the data in an original format; 

converting each object to an internal publication fonnatj^ajd^imernai 
Publication format identifyi ng fln d preserving said int e rnal structure of *u kww 
within said obj ects said internal publicat ion forma t furthers p ^„ T „„ H 
layout as , relationship between said o hj ert r n i d internal v ^ r „_ tjm 
ferthen nore preserve said lopira l relationship; and sajdlnte^al publication ^ 
CQmprismg a mark-up language, to indicate said oh^ < , M featurfl<i nf ^ 
structure and 

rendering said internal publication format in the final publication format such as 
to include said recognized structure in said objects and said In^l ^ to 

include said layout 
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25. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically publishing received data 

» a final publication format, wherein the data is in the form of a newspaper, the 

newspaper having an original, existing format comprising a plurality 0 f pages, each 

page havmg a predetermined layout comprising a plurality of independently standing 

data blocks, each block having structural layout properties, the method comprising- 

obtaining a representation of said newspaper, said representation preserving said 
layout; 

from said representation, automatically analysing the newspaper to decompose 
the data received in the original, existing format into a plurality of objects, S aid 
objects corresponding to said independently standing blocks; jsnd 

said analyzing frrthrrmore aonlvinp pri^ nf ^..^ 

and idenqfyinp at least ppe logical relationship . H HTTr1r .. 

preparing a list of text and/or graphic elements for each object; 
determining properties of each element; 

recognizing said structural layout properties of the data in an original format; 
determining each text segment for each object; 
building a text block from aplurality of aligned text segments; 
converting each object to an internal publication format; s^mtejaal 
publication format furthermore nervine said In^l r». n „» Q shiB; anA , ai , 
publication for mat co ding a mark-up lan^e t. said nhip ^ an/f 

feature!i nf said internal gtnn*,,™. ^ 

rendering said internal publication format in the final publication format to 
comprise said blocks as objects incorporating said structural layout properties, and to 
I '"elude said layou t and said logical relationship 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said form of a 
newspaper comprises at least one property, said property selected from a group 
including multiple columns, titles, subtitles, images and image captions. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said blocks 
correspond to content items in said newspaper. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein said blocks 
comprise a part of a column or article in said newspaper. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein said block 
mcludesatext portion, such that it is related to thephysical layout of said newspaper. 

30. (Previously Rented) The method of claim 1, wherein said blocks 
rendered in said final publication format may be viewed in an order defined by the 



user. 



31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said data comprises 
new data and archived data 



32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 31, wherein said archived data 

comprises microfilm data. 



33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32, wherein said analyzing 
said data further comprises converting said microfilm data into a digital format. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
presenting said final publication format to a user through a Graphic User Interface 
(GUI). 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 19, wherein said at least one 
source of data comprises a source of new data. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 19, wherein said at least one 
source of data comprises a source of archived data. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said source of 
archived data contains microfilm data. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 37, further comprising a 
microfilm publisher for converting said microfilm data into said digital format. 



